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Algonquin receives boost from students
By Debbi Christ inck

Stafftilriter
Pembroke --  The pro-

posed Renaissance Square
project for Algonquin Col-
lege received a huge moral
and financial boost with the
pledge of $4 million from
the student association.

"The possibilities with the
proposed new campus are
really limitless," said Rob
Nettleton, the student body
association president. "It
is opening up dreams and
inspiring students."

So much so the students
are willing to provide fund-
ing to make the $32 mil-
lion project a reality. The
funding would come from
student association fees and
be provided through a loan,
he explained.

"The students pay activity
fees into the system and
there is money reserved for
thatl 'he said. "This loan
will be paid offthough the
activities fees."

Having a gym and a large
activity centre for sfudents
will make a difference in
enabling students to have
the same type of college
experience in Pembroke as
theirpeers do in otherparts
of the province, he said.

"We receive a great edu-

cation here, but there isn't
the space we need for ac-
tivities," he said.

Ori ginal ly from Marmora,
Mr. Nettleton is studying
professional writing at the
campus and said students
are very excited about the
n e w  p r o p o s e d  c a m p u s .
Renaissance Square, on the
waterfront in Pembroke,
would accommodate an ad-
ditional 300 students.

"We have been asking for
sporls and fitness facilities,
so this is really students
helping students," he said.

Manager of Community
and Student Affairs Jamie
Bramburger was equally
enthusiastic about the fund-
ing announcement.  Al-
though the college expan-
sion project has received
a lot of support, final ap-
provals have still not been
obtained. This type of com-
mitment from the students
is a major boost, he said.

"This proposed project
is not a done deal but this
is a major step forward for
us," he said. "People have
partnered with us to make
this possible."

Along with representa-
tives from the college, other
supporters were present
including Pembroke Mayor

Ed Jacyno, Renfrew Coutr-
ty Warden Janice Msneskie
and Renfrew Mayor Sandi
Heins.

The Dean of Algonquin
College in the Ottawa Val-
1ey, Karen Davies,  said
this type of support from
the student association is
significant.

"There is no clearer ex-
ample of the importance of
this project to our student
body than the multi-million
dollar commitment being
made by the students as-
sociation," she said.

Algonquin Col lege has
accomplished a lot in four
decades in the Valley, she
said.

' "Imagine the possibilities
a new campus would bring
to the Ottawa Valley," she
added.

R a y m o n d e  H a n s o n ,
vice-president Academic,
A lgonqu in  Co l lege was
present.at the announce-
ment and said the students
deserve praise for support-
ing this expansion.

"Our expansion plans are
focused on providing more
access to post-secondary
education to help meet the
skil led labour challenges
that are now facing Eastern
Ontar io,"  she said.  'For

the City of Pembroke, the
new campus would help
revi ta l ize the downtown
and generate more tourisnr
potential for all of Renfrew
County."

I t  is  i rnportant for  the
communrty to contrnue to
advocate for this project,
she added.

Although the college has
been looking at expansion
plans for many years, this
dream seems a lot closer
following an endorsement
by the board of governors
in Decernber. The board of
governors gives planning
direction and oversees all
aspects of the college, so
having this endorsement
is tremendous. The board
unanimously endorsed a
plan to build a new Ottawa
Valley campus in downtown
Pembroke, and since then
there has been a flurry of
activity including prepari ng
proposals for various pro-
vincial ministries for fund-
ing. The project, known as
Renaissance Square, would
be an 80,000 square foot
campus near Pembroke's
waterfront, adjacent to the
city's downtown.

The location would be just
west of the amphitheatre in
downtown Pembroke. This

14.2 acre parcel is used by
tl ie city as a snow dump
riglit now but negotiations
are underway to use this
land.

The projected cost of the
facil i ty is $32 mill ion, and
would allow the Pembroke
Campus to expand to ac-
commodate just over 1,000
ful l - t ime and apprent ice-
ship students. This funding
would primarily come from
the province through vari-
ous mrntstnes.

College officials feel that
in addition to creating doz-
ens of  construct ion jobs,
once it is built the new cam-
pus r,vould place over one
1,000 people in the down-
town area daily, generating
new business opportunities
and creating a critical mass
of people to support the
existing downtown retail
and service sector.

Enrollment at Algonquin
College in the Ottawa Val-
ley hi t  an al l - t ime high last
fa l l  wi th more than 735
ful  l - t ime, apprent iceship
and co l lege prepara t ion
students studying at the
campus. The new facility,
when operat ional ,  would
increase enrol lments by
over 300 full-time students
annually.
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Rob Nettleton of the Algonquin College Students' Associatio


