
$upporting the cornmunity
s I think is e vident. I  am a
ialle.v girl through and
through! I  havc l ived al l

of nr.v ltte in thc same house, and
only unti l  recentl ,v in t l tc same
room! I attcndcd locnl schools
and rvas fortunate to be able to
ohtain rny post.secondarv educa-
l ion at Algonquin College in
Pcnrhroke. I  rvas enrol led in the
esecutive sccrctarial progranr in
Janurrv 198-1. s'hen I ohtnined
the position of promotions co'
ordinator at thc Pe nthroke lvlal l .

\l/hilc I u'as glad to be ablc lo
further my education in
Penrbrokc at Algonquin Collcge.
i t  rvas not unti l  I  hld graduated
and u'as invited to be a nrcmher
of thc hoard of governors that I
renl l l 'came to ful lv npprcci:rte
the l 'alue of t l r is inst i tut ion.

During nr.v six-r'car lcrffi on the
board of govcrnors from 1996 to
2002.1 lregan to realize thnt u'ith
provincial hudget rcstraints. nnd
the grorvth of c-educntion, our
local campus necdcd to ensurc i ts
future b.r, creating progrnnrs thnt
u'cre unique to this canrpus and
progrfinrs that could not hc opcr-
ated from thc Ottarva canlpus.
Furt lrer. i t  n'as el idcnt thnt u'e
wcrc losing studcnts duc to thc
fa,:il ity thnl rve had to rlork tront.

With al l  due rcspcct to the cur-
rent campus. it is a fonrrcr dairy
and radio stat ion.Tb the crcdit  rrf
the managenrcnt tci lnr, thcre
havc heen sonre grcal reno\'o-
t ions complctcd over  the last  l0
or nlore ! 'ef irs to nrnkc the hui ld-
ing nrore conducive to student
l i fc. but ns thc old sa.ving gocs
'. t 'ou con' l  makc a si lk purse ()ut
of a sow's ear. '  nnd the fact thst
the fnci l i tv is land lockcd has
becn a huge deterreni to future
developmcnt.

Under thc dircct ion of then
dean. lvtnrgucritc Dcrnolrue. a
nunrher of cscit i l rg nnd uniquc
progrflnls $'gre devcltlpcd. rnd
thcsc continue to l l trul ish to this
dny'lIrc partnership n'ith
WildcrnessTuurs for thc Outdoor
Advcnture progran has hccn a
rcsourrdin{ succcss. and lhcre nre
plans ftrr othcr pn)gvnp13 currefrl-
f1' under clcvclopnrcnt that nre not
offcred nt the Ottuwu cnnrpus

In tlre late l9t)0s. fcllos' lroard
ntcrnhcr  Dcl  O'Br icn nnd I
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serve as a jail. there rvould bc
judge's chambers with a walkway
to the courthouse. the provincial
governmcnl 's 'one stop desk'

. u,ould be relocatcd from
Riversidc Drive and Algonquin
Collegc ond the lvlinistry of
Nntural Resources rvould trade
space.At thnt l ime, over $5 mil-
l ion annuall ,v rvas be ing paid out
directly in the rvay of salaries and
purchases in Renfrew County
from Algonquin College. This ig a
signif icnnt contr ibution. and the
Cit l 'of Pembrokc quickly real-
ized that it necded to work with
the col lege lo ensure i ts growth.

Dcl rvorked di l igently with his
contact in governmenl - hc was
from the right party at the tirne -
lnd he rvas ablc to get ministerial
suPport for the project. a huge
step in thc palh to makc this a
real i ty. Unfortunately, the bureau-
crlrtic lcvel wrs not as supportive,
and at the cnd of thc day, the
project died but not thc spirit!

To the credit of the ncw current
dean. Karen Davies, and her r ight
hnnd nlrn. Jamie Bramburger, lhe
dream is st i l l  al ive and is now
nroving f<lrward.

I understand that there are
tlrose in our community who do
not think that the current propos-
al of hui lding an educational
facilit,r,on tlrc waterfront is a
good idea: holever, no one else
has.stepped up lo the plate to
dcvelop this real estale. so why
nDt n college? There are currently
tu'o seniors flcilities located on
thc u'alcrfront and there was not
nn ohjection that I recall about
eithcr of thr, 'se dcvelopments!

ln | 97-t, then lr'la,r'or George

u'orked with
the Algonquin
College man-
agement, staff
and city offi-
cials to find a
solut ion.  At
that t ime. the
provincial gov-
ernment had
announced thc
closure of thc
Pembroke Jail,
so a plan was
put in place.
Thc present
college would

Abdal lah was running for  re-e lec-
t ion in  the December munic ipal
elcct ions. My farher was hetping
on Ccorge's campaign. and ihe
only tape recording we havc of
Dad's voice is a commcrcial that
he taped. That conrmcrciat spoke
to the need to develop the rr later- ^
front and the proposal \\.as that o
hote l  comptcr  bc 'bui l t . f iar  rvas
33 years ago!

The improvernents that havc
been made lo our n'aterfronl are
wonderful.  I t  is good to see peo.
ple enjoying the * 'alks,a1'and the
crowd-for this ycar's \\hierfront
Fesr iva l  was excel lent .  Adding an
educarion faci l i ty wi l l  conrint ie to
enhancc thc location and bring
new l i fe to the area.

The potential for grou,rh of our
city core wil l  be grearly enhanced
by having a col lege locared there..
College student orc not hood-
lurns, they are young pcople rvho
want to get an education and
become contr iburing nrembers of
our society.

The management and stnff of
Algonquin College have come up
with some exccl lent ideas to rvork
wi th the c i tS,on par tncrships thar
wil l  cnhance the rvatcrfronl.
Both the city and the col legc
nced to ' look outs ide the hor '  to
continue to grow and prosper.

At  a t imc when we are los ing
jobs in this region, we as a com.
rnunit,v need to support those
industr ies that  are here and rvanl
to grow. Thc city part icipatcd in
an extensive Business Rctent ion
and Expansion survcy a fcrv
ycars ago, yet trvo major enrplor,-
ers have s ince c losed,  Algonquin
Col lege is  a good.  c lean industry
that provides good jobs, The eco-
nomic sp inof f  f rom the students
is signif icant, and helps nl l  scc-
tors of our cornnrunit.v .  .  .  don'n- '
lown, V/est End N'lall, Pe nrbroke
Mal l  and a l l  bus inesses in
between . " .  and ult inratel l ' .  ci tch
and every tarpal 'cr!

Nexl n'uekr Fred Black.,ilein

The opiniortr f,.rprrJrul iu tlris
colunut are those ol the n'rik'r and
do nal necessarill, repr(lurl lhe
opinions of The Drilr Ol>srrvar
or irc senior'editorinl snff.


